I am honored to have become the Head
Teacher at Steveston Japanese School
last September, following our previous
principal, Suzuki-sensei. These past few
months have been rewarding, and while
it's been a challenge to step into her role,
I've truly enjoyed supporting our teachers
and helping our school grow and thrive.

One of my favorite memories so far was
celebrating with everyone at the New
Year's party. Seeing the children’s joyful
faces light up when they discovered the
Anpanman cookies and Disney muffins |
baked was such a delightful moment!

As | look ahead, I'm excited to witness
even more smiles, create cherished
memories, and continue growing
alongside the students, teachers, and
families who make this school so special.
Thank you for your trust and support as
we move forward together. :
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ANNOUNCEMENT

Dear SJLS community,

We are writing to inform you that
Brenda Ohara has made the
decision to step down from her
position on the board.

Brenda'’s contributions have
been instrumental in many
areas, and her dedication and
hard work have made a
significant impact on the school
community. We are deeply
grateful for the time and effort
she has invested. We would like
to thank Brenda for her
invaluable service to the school.
We wish her all the best in her
future endeavors.

Steveston Japanese Language

School Directors

Henry Lio, Co-Chair,

Amelia Spinelli, Co-Chair

April Nagasawa, Treasurer

Winnie Wang, Secretary

Kieran Christensen, Director at Large
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I am very fortunate to
have had the privilege of
volunteering on the Board
of Directors for the
Steveston Japanese
Language School for 12
years, supporting all of our
students and staff as
Secretary, Vice-Chair, and
6 of the last 7 years as
Chair. The camaraderie
and collaboration I've
experienced with the staff,
volunteers and
community partners
made the school feel like
my second home; | have
truly enjoyed being a part
of this team and
contributing to the
school's growth. | thank
you all for your trust in me
and leave you in good
hands.

With gratitude,
Brenda Ohara
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We are honored to serve as
new co-chairs and are
committed to supporting
our community. With years
of involvement in the
Japanese community and
school, we are passionate
about preserving our
heritage. We look forward to
building on past successes,
fostering connections, and
supporting the growth of
our school and families.
Thank you for this
opportunity—we are excited
to continue Brenda's great
work!

Henry Lio
Amelia Michiko Spinelli









GET INVOLVED IN
RUNNING THE
SCHOOL!

Not interested in being a Board Chair,
but want to be a member of the Board?
We also want to hear from you!
Opportunities are open to parents of
students in our children’s classes, and
adult class students.

Don’t want to be on a board, but wish to
volunteer in other ways? How about
sitting on a committee? One need in
particular is with our communications
committee where we need someone to
create our school newsletter (like the
one you are reading), which is sent out
three times a year. This is a perfect role
for someone who is creative, and knows
Canva

Email, Amelia Michiko Spinelli
(aspinelli@sjls.ca) to learn more
about volunteering on our board and
committees.
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