PRINCIPAL’'S MESSAGE

All the teachers and staff are happy to have seen the
completion of a successful 2023-24 school year. For
the first time ever, parents were invited to participate in
the weekday class Sports Day with their children, which
was great fun. On the last day of the Saturday classes,
we made onigiri (rice balls), and in the adult classes,
we introduced kimono dressing and other aspects of
Japanese culture. These get-togethers memorably
marked the end of the school year for both students
and teachers alike.

I would like to thank the parents, students, volunteers
and staff for spending the year with our school in the
class or out at community events, where we were able
to appreciate Japanese language and culture!

I wish you all a happy and safe summer vacation.
Tomoko Suzuki, Principal, Steveston Japanese School
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Tuesday, Sept. 3: Tuesday classes start
9R3H (X)) KEBY S RAREHA

Wednesday, Sept. 4: Wednesday classes start
9848 (K)KEBYS XXM

Thursday, Sept. 5: Thursday classes start
9H5H (K)KEBRY > AZERMIA

Saturday, Sept 7: Saturday classes start
9B 7H (X)XEAY > AEXMRA

Monday, Sept 9: Monday classes start
9H9H (R) RERY > AZERMIA

Tuesday, Sept 17: Tuesday Adult levels 1and 2
classes start
981 7H (X)) 7HFILELARI 1 &2 1R

Thursday, Sept 19: Thursday Adult levels 3q,
3b and 4 classes start

981 9H (K) 7¥IL kL AX)L3aq, 3b & 415 £FH
98

Further details will be emailed out by the
school or teacher near the end of August.
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SPRING EVENTS

RICHMOND CHERRY BLOSSOM FESTIVAL 2024
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* Thank you to everyone for supporting our
spring fundraiser with Sinfully The Best
Chocolates! Together we raised over $600!

* Endless thanks go out to Sinfully The Best for
supporting our fundraising efforts with their
beautiful chocolates.

* Our ongoing Mabel's Labels fundraiser
generated $57 this year. Every dollar helps
to keep this school running and providing
the best in Japanese language and cultural
enrichment.

* Thank you to everyone who volunteered to
chop vegetables and take shifts at the chow
mein booth on Canada Day. Have a great
time helping out at this iconic annual event!

* Thank you to our Website Redevelopment
Committee members Kieran, Ron, and

Henry for taking on this project. We look
forward to launching our new website this
summer!

* Thank you to all who have volunteered your
time and supported our school in all of your
ways to make it an enjoyable learning and
working environment for our school
community.

SPORTS DAY THANKS TO:

e Save-On-Foods Steveston for the
donation of juice boxes

e Want Want and Scott Miller for their
donation of rice crackers
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NEW EMAIL ADDRESSES A

Next school year our teachers will have different
email addresses from what you have been
receiving from them. Please watch for their
school-related emails from an email address
that ends with @sjls.ca. Please check your
spam folder if you do not see their email at the
end of August!
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GET INVOLVED IN
RUNNING THE SCHOOL!

Our Board Chairperson will soon be
stepping down from the Board and we will
require someone to fill this role. Could it
be you? This is your opportunity to use
your skills and passion for Japanese
language and culture to ensure the
continuity of our school, which has a
longstanding history in the Steveston
community. Work with community
partners, school staff and fellow board
members to ensure our school continues
to thrive and meet its mission.

Not interested in being a Board Chair,
but want to be a member of the Board?
We also want to hear from you!
Opportunities are open to parents of
students in our children’s classes, and
adult class students.

Don’'t want to be on a board, but wish to
volunteer in other ways? How about
sitting on a committee? One need in
particular is with our communications
committee where we need someone to
create our school newsletter (like the
one you are reading), which is sent out
three times a year. This is a perfect role
for someone who is creative, and knows
Canva.

Email board chair, Brenda Ohara, at
bohara@sijls.ca to learn more about
volunteering on our board and

committees.
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