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Principal’s Message RBEREOH—F

| hope you enjoyed beautiful cherry blossoms this year again at Garry Point Park in Steveston.
Cherry blossom season is almost over now, and we have only two more months to go before the
summer holiday. The last two months is an important period for students to prepare for the next
level. | hope all students will keep up with their good work for the rest of the school year.

Thank you for your feedback for Recitation Contest held in March. | saw comments such as “My
child almost gave up but continued practicing and finally uploaded his speech,” and “My child tried
reading with his heart in the speech.” | was impressed how hard the participants worked, and
appreciate each participant for their effort and the parents for helping the students with practice
and uploading the file onto Padlet. Thank you all!

In September, 2022, some levels will return to in-person classes, and some will continue online
classes, so please read page 2 in this newsletter carefully before registering for the 2022-2023
school year. Feel free to email to the school if you have any questions. It is always our ultimate goal
to provide fun classes with high quality, and all the teachers and staff members will work hard to
achieve this goal.

Tomoko Suzuki, Principal, Steveston Japanese Language School
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Important Dates Coming Up Jod
I
Monday, May 9 - 2022-23 Early registration period &Y,
Saturday, May 21 2022-23FE BRHZHEHM /
Tuesday, June 14 LBR-A VS VBRULAIR FERX KBTH
Wednesday, June 15 Fundamental classes - Online year-end party
Monday, June 20 Last classes in 2021-2022



2022-2023 School Year Update (AAZE 3 R—)

The Board of Directors thanks everyone who responded to the parent/guardian and adult class
surveys. Your input was valuable in helping us make the decision regarding class formats for the
next school year.

In analyzing the responses, we unfortunately saw that we would not be able to please everyone.
Some preferred in-person for their children or themselves, while some preferred online. We can
appreciate the different reasons provided. Our decision making was guided by the survey's
responses and reasoning combined with what our teachers viewed as the best learning
environment for our students. We hope that we have accommodated you and your family, and look
forward to seeing you again next year.

Class Formats and Requirements
Class formats will be as follows:
e Futsu-ka Preschool to Grade 6: In-person
e Futsu-ka Grade 7 and Senior Class: Online with occasional in-person classes for cultural and
physically interactive activities
e Junior Fundamental Preschool to Level 6: In-person
e Senior Fundamental Levels (Saturday): Online with occasional in-person classes for cultural
and physically interactive activities
® Adult Classes: Online with occasional in-person classes for cultural and physically interactive
activities

Wearing of masks : Not mandatory but strongly encouraged. On occasion, teachers may lower their
masks or ask students to lower their own masks to aid in pronunciation.

Proof of vaccination: Not be required for classes held in-person.

Parents will be asked to help clean and sanitize chairs and tables, and put them away at the end of
the class. We thank you in advance for helping to keep our school community and other users of
the Steveston Japanese Canadian Cultural Centre healthy and safe.

Note that class formats and requirements are subject to change with Provincial Health Orders.

Tuition Rates

We avoided tuition fee increases for the last three years, but acknowledge the necessity to increase
tuition rates to maintain the sustainability of the school. The school is also affected by the
increased expenses that every person and all industries are facing, however we have tried to keep
the tuition as affordable as possible.

Tuition rates for children’s classes will be $590 per child. Discounts will apply when registering
additional children from one family. Tuition rates for adult classes will be $534 per adult.

We sincerely thank you for allowing the Steveston Japanese Language School to enrich your
families’ lives with Japanese language and culture.

Your Board of Directors
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Fundraising News

In the first three weeks of sales, 91 boxes of our Sinfully The Best
| i .

cf;\ocor:atesi were §ﬁls. We are hapic)y to see thﬁm so well ricelved. Slmcullg e Best
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haven’t had them yet, you still can! Flavours may change with the 7= &Lv

season, and we hope to earn regular fundraising revenue throughout ‘ @

the year. ‘ ‘ ~ ‘

chocolates
specially crafted by

If you know of a business that would potentially be a great fit as a ‘@ “t‘)’ $13%5,...

sponsor, donor or partner for our school, please send us an email at S bt 2 Chry B, s k. o2 s borbor

ngakko@telus.net and one of our board members will contact you A portion of sales from each box is donated
. to support the programs at the

for more details. Thank yOU! Steveston Japanese Language School

Available now at Sinfully the Best
#110- 12251 No. 1 Rd, Richmond, BC.
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Richmond Cherry Blossom Festival

The 2022 Richmond Cherry Blossom Festival has been occurring virtually, and different types of
Japanese cultural activities have been introduced. One of the activities is a kimono dressing, and
our own teacher, Fukada-sensei is beautifully demonstrating how to wear a kimono. Enjoy the

video here:
https://richmondcherryblossomfest.ca/
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https://richmondcherryblossomfest.ca/

Nihongo Time!

Adult Class Level 1
BAOSZALANIL1

Thank you, Fukada-sensei!
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Seasonal Trivia FHDHZE : April - May

Children's Day F#t®DB: May 5™

Children’s Day
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BVivjZdlhal

Seasonal Sense of Wagashi (in English)
https://www.ntainbound.com/wagashi/en/learn/seasonal characteristics/

IRF DA [CHBIEBNRDDERE ?
https://tenki.jp/suppl/m nakamura/2016/05/05/12071.html .




Report on Recitation Contest St A1V T A MDRE

We thank all the participants for your hard work and all the parents for helping and encouraging your
child(ren) to participate in the contest. We also learned that some students, although not participating in the
contest, practiced their recitation using their favourite books. We are pleased that this contest enhanced our
students’ learning opportunities in various ways.

This was our 2" Recitation Contest, and the school tried to make this contest more fruitful based on the
feedback from the last year. Like last year, we collected survey responses from the participants/parents
about the contest to see the outcome of the contest. Thank you for your feedback. Please look at some of
the responses from the survey on page 7.

According to the survey, more than 80% of the respondents stated that “Participation in the contest was
enjoyable,” and “The contest was useful to improve the Japanese language.” In summary, we would like to
report that the contest brought about positive outcome for the participants learning Japanese. Some
individual comments were “It was a good chance to practice self-introduction in Japanese,” and “Good
practice to read Japanese aloud with emotion.”

Other responses included “The assigned texts were too difficult,” and “Some class time should have been
allocated for students to practice.” We take these suggestions seriously to make a more rewarding
experience in the future.

This contest was supported by the grant program offered by Japan Foundation, an organization that is
promoting Japanese language and culture throughout the world. We feel fortunate that we could offer a
different type of learning opportunity during the time of our prolonged online learning. We strongly believe
that each participant has benefited from the experience of this contest.
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Recitation Contest Survey result Hix AV T ANV —KNDFER
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| think it provides good audible feedback to have students hear their own voice as they read and speak
Japanese out loud. The submission method allows them to see others in the school and provides a sense

of community and belonging.
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This was a good activity to encourage speaking. Thank you!
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I think should be graded by grade level, otherwise higher levels are better in Japanese than beginners.



