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We are in February now, and the daytime is getting longer day by day. | am excited to see that
spring is around the corner.

In January, we held our second Zoom New Year’s Party for weekday classes. Like last year, we had
fun activities such as quizzes and games for all grades and levels. | watched the students’ smiling
faces on the screen for the first time in a long time. They all energized me!

We are planning to hold the Recitation Contest again in March. By practicing their presentation
many times, their speaking skills and ability to express themselves will improve. | hope many

students will participate and do their best in the contest.

Tomoko Suzuki, Principal, Steveston Japanese Language School

Important Dates Coming Up

Lr
Monday, March 14 — &K Spring Break é 5
Saturday, March 26 =S e
Monday, March 7 — BRIVT AR '
Wednesday, March 23 Recitation Contest - Speech submission period
Monday, March 28 BRIV TANERHFEK Recitation Contest - Result Announcement
Saturday, April 16 & A =R =04 —D LY RDKH
Monday, April 18 Easter weekend - No classes
Tuesday, April 19 — AKX (EDEESR)  Teachers’ workshop - No classes

Thursday, April 21
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Mr. Cooper’s Pies
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Sinfully the Best Chocolate
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Fundraising Update
Huge thanks go out to everyone who supported our November fundraiser with Damien’s Belgian
Waffles and those of you who donated to the school these past few months! Your donations and

support are important in helping to keep our tuition fees affordable for everyone. We appreciate
youl!

Fundraising Events this Spring

Mr. Cooper’s Pies

Due to the popularity of the pies, we are happy to bring back Round 2 of the Mr. Cooper’s Pies
Fundraiser! Stock up now for spring! This fundraiser begins February 21 and ends March 9t".

February 21 — March 9: Order online at
WWW.mrcooperspies.com.

March 11: Pick up at 12260 Imperial Dr. 12 pm — 3:30 pm. FUND-

If you cannot pick up at that date and time, please email
ORDER UNTIL

ngakko@telus.net to make alternate arrangements. 09:03-22 unfuu'p'm?ms
o
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Sinfully the Best Chocolate

Exciting news! The Steveston Japanese Language School is collaborating with Sinfully the Best in
Steveston to create a custom-made chocolate and bonbons package that will be available for
purchase at the store in the coming weeks. We are hoping that you will be able to enjoy the
chocolates during cherry blossom season, perhaps while under the trees at Garry Point Park when
they are in full bloom!

Sinfully the Best : Unit 110 - 12251 No. 1 Rd in Richmond.
We will be emailing you once the chocolates are available. We can’t wait to let you know!

Here is a sneak peek at some designs that Sinfully the Best has been working on which feature our
cherry blossom logo. We are very excited to connect with another local shop in Steveston!
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A Tribute to Takako Suga

On January 11, our community lost a generous and beautiful spirit. Takako
Suga, a leader who embodied the spirit of giving, will always be
remembered for her smile, positive energy, and helpful, gentle nature.

As a parent of children at the Steveston Japanese Language School, Takako
constantly looked for ways to support other parents of the school and in the
community. She took the time to get to know the parents and teachers, and
found ways to assist them if needed. Many Japanese parents who had no close family here found her easy to
talk to.

For the school, she spent countless hours planning, running, and participating in school events such as our
Canada Day activities, our Kimono Dressing tent at the annual Richmond Cherry Blossom Festival, bake sales,
New Year’s Day parties, and our celebration of the Steveston Japanese Canadian Cultural Centre’s 25
anniversary, to name only a few. She was an expert at recruiting volunteers and planning every last detail.
Nothing was overlooked or too onerous.

Miyo Saito, a past teacher, principal and board member of the school, worked closely with Takako on many
events. She fondly recalls, “[We] often met together at the school and made detailed plans. On the day of
each event, we both went to the event site earlier and got started working together. She was an excellent
organizer and hard worker, | have never met anyone like her.”

Memories of Takako have been kindly shared by two of our teachers:

I met Takako when my daughter entered the preschool class at Steveston Japanese school fifteen years
ago. | had the opportunity to work with Takako in the play group called Takarajima which she organized,
and in other events like the New Year’s party, sports day, bake sale at the Steveston Japanese Language
School, the Sakura festival, and the Salmon festival. The time | spent together with her was unforgettable.
She was always energetic and a great person who cared about the Japanese community.

- Ami Wakimoto

I met Takako for the first time at a Japanese play group, “Takarajima”. It was held every other week at the
Steveston Buddhist Temple when | first joined with my son. There were play areas for smaller children and
a library area. We could even drink coffee for free! It was a great place for us who are immigrants and far
from home to provide support to one another in Japanese. When it was Pro-D Day, many school kids do
not have school. I still remember we made udon noodle from scratch on a Pro-D Day to provide the
opportunity for older school kids to join Takarajima.

Takako was always looking out for us. For example, there are many benefits or discounts to purchasing
items in big groups rather than one, so Takako organized many kinds of group orders. She often shared
various workshops. Moreover, she always gave updates on government support for us after COVID-19.

| visited her with roasted yam during the summer. She ate that yam and what she said was “this is so
delicious! You should start a roasted yam business. First of all, you start from.....” She got so many ideas
and she always encouraged people to pursue things. She actually recommended me to teach at the
Steveston Japanese Language School, and here | am. Whenever | need her advice | will always look up and
think of her... —Yoshiko Kong

Takako was a rare person, never turning a blind eye to someone who needed help, and never

expecting anything in return. Our school community was truly blessed to have her face shine brightly on
us for many years. The memory of Takako inspires us all. We will miss her dearly.



craft Time!

@RI 7Y A2 —JL  Futsu-ka Preschool

“Veggies & Fruits”
Great job!
Thank you, Kubota sensei!
FHDHZE Seasonal Trivia~ February - March
Doll Festival (Hinamatsuri) 07320 : March 3™
LN

What is “Hinamatsuri”? (in English) ! e
https://www.ny.us.emb-japan.go.jp/japaninfo/2017/02/03.html M
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BEEDEWAR Bhididd D Iwatsuki dolls in Saitama Prefecture (in Japanese)
https://wa-gokoro.jp/traditional-crafts/dolls/721/




