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Message from the Principal &R&LD—F

There are only a couple of more weeks left before the year of 2021 ends. How
was this year for you?

In September, we provided all students with some origami papers, and many
of you made paper cranes and dropped them off at school in October. After
we collected so many colourful paper cranes, teachers put them together and
made a beautiful paper crane work! Thank you for your hard work and | really
appreciate each of you for putting your heart into the cranes. Please read
pages 4 & 5 for more details of this project.

The school is planning to hold the online New Year’s party in the beginning of
January. Please look forward to it!

Stay safe and have a happy winter break. We will see you all again in January!

Tomoko Suzuki, Principal, Steveston Japanese Language School
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Important Dates

Saturday, December 18
Last classes before winter

holiday Z1KA BT DRIZIRZE

Tuesday, January 4
First day of classes in 2022
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Monday, January 10
Regular classes 1B B %3

Tuesday, January 11
Online New Year’s Party
(Futsu-ka) E@ERIA > 4
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Wednesday, January 12
Online New Year’s Party
(Junior Fundamental)
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Thursday, January 13
Noclasses 27 T AR L

Monday, February 7 —
Saturday, February 12
Report card will be emailed to
each family
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At our Annual General Meeting (AGM) on October 25, 2021, the Board of Directors <~ Holiday season in japan
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thanked Isabelle Henderson for her five years of service on the board, as she did not 5 HZARDERE
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stand for re-election. The new board for this year is: Brenda Ohara, Chair; Kevin Ho, ¢

Vice-Chair; April Nagasawa, Treasurer; Candice McGowan, Secretary; Directors-at- “Z Thank you for your support for

Large Winnie Wang, Maki Ode, and Yanny Yeung. If you are interested in % % the school this year.

volunteering on the board, please email the school at ngakko@telus.net and a “% We wish you all a happy holiday

member of the board will gladly speak with you! << ceason!
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FundraisingUpdate 7 7 > R L1 I VI D& $g

£% “Unique Ways New Years 2020
Thank you to everyone who purchased waffles in our Damien’s Belgian Waffle %% Woas Celebrated” (video in
fundraiser! We raised almost $330! Special thanks go to Miho and Philippe at << English)
Damien’s Belgian Waffles for their support. This has been the 9™ straight year we B httos://allabout-
have run this fundraiser with them, and their sweet treats are always a hit! % % iapan.com/en/article/8786/
If you would like to further support the programs of our school, please consider % %
donating to the school through our online donation form at sjls.ca/donate. As the O HYZIZNODS BEC?
school is a registered charity, all donations will receive an income tax receipt. 59
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Our hearts go out to the individuals, families, businesses and animals affected by the <« https://www.news24.jp/articles/2016
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floods and mudslides in BC. If you would like to help support recovery efforts, the % % [12/21/07349671.htm

best way is through a financial donation. Please visit Emergency BC for a list of £

charities and more information on how you can help. % %
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Scholarship Recipients {FE&DTEH

Congratulations to Emma Nakatani and Sabrina Shaw! Emma and Sabrina were
awarded with Steveston Japanese Language School scholarships at the Annual
General Meeting in October. Both Emma and Sabrina attended our school from
Preschool to Senior Level in the Futsku-ka stream, and both volunteered their time
at the school, assisting in the classroom. Emma is now attending studies in Tokyo,
and Sabrina at UBC. We wish them both the best in their studies!

Did you know that up to three $350 scholarships are awarded yearly for qualified
past students of the Steveston Japanese Language School? Two of these
scholarships are sponsored by the Gulf and Fraser Financial Group. You can learn
more about these scholarships on the school’s website www.sjls.ca.

Sabrina Shaw
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Emma Nakatani
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Halloween Snap Shots!

Junior Fundamental Level 4
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Junior Fundamental Level 2
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Thank you, Kong sensei!

One Thousand Paper Cranes
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Page 4 describes our Senbazuru
Project, and one section is about
stringing paper cranes. Stringing
each crane is not an easy task
even for Japanese people.
Please watch this YouTube video
to learn how to string paper

cranes!

*The method shown in the video is one
example of how to string paper cranes.
Our teachers used a different method.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3F

Vb_BFotCO

Holidays!


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3FVb_BFotC0

Update on One Thousand Origami Cranes Project

Thank you for your support for the Senbazuru Project. We collected about 1,100 paper cranes. Some
families spent a lot of time and folded 100 cranes! We would like to express our heartfelt “thank you” to all
the participants who contributed to this project. We are also grateful for the students in Futsu-ka Senior
class for their help with the Zoom session tutorials on making paper cranes.

After the paper cranes were collected, teachers strung the cranes together one-by-one using needle and
thread. We sincerely appreciate the teachers who volunteered to perform this delicate, detailed, and time-
consuming work.

On December 7', the Senbazuru was presented to the Steveston Community Centre (SCC). Our principal,
Suzuki Sensei, spoke of the significance of the Senbazuru in Japan and thanked the SCC for their support of
the Steveston Japanese Language School. Suzuki Sensei lauded the staff of the community centre for their
hard work as they continue to support the needs of our school and its students as well as the needs of the
Steveston community during the pandemic. Suzuki Sensei then concluded by wishing the Steveston
Community Centre with 1000 successful years of supporting the community with their invaluable services.
With that, the students in Futsu-ka Senior class presented the colourful gift to the staff of the community
centre. We hope many visitors at the centre will notice it on display.

A smaller version of the Senbazuru, made with the extra folded cranes, has already been hung inside the
Steveston Japanese Canadian Cultural Centre. Please take a moment to admire it when in-person classes
resume!

This project started in September and involved all school members. We are very happy that, even during
this difficult time of COVID 19, we all worked together and completed the gift. This reassures that we are
still connected. Let’s keep this connection in the coming New Year!
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Senbazuru Project - Photo Gallery

Stringing cranes by teachers
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Speech by Principal Suzuki #HARIKRED A E—F

December 7th, 2021

- Students in Futsu-ka Senior class handing
the Senbazuru to Steveston Community Centre staff
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With the staff of the Steveston Community Centre
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