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We are now entering the season of the dazzling green of trees. Everyone must be
excited about the long-awaited summer holiday.

How did you enjoy the online classes this year? We are impressed that students have
been doing a great job without the in-person presence of their teachers, classmates,
and friends. A few days ago, | observed some classes online and noticed that students
were attentively watching the screen, listening to their teacher, and presenting their
thoughts. | saw each student’s growth over the past year, and my heart was deeply
touched. At the same time, our online experiences made me realize the importance
and joy of directly meeting and conversing with others and having friends with whom
we can study together.

The COVID situation has been improving, however, we are planning to offer online
classes again in September. Our priority goes to the safety of our students and their
families, school staff, and the community. If appropriate, we may offer in-class
instruction for Futsu-ka preschool and kindergarten classes.

In any situation, we will continue to provide the best opportunities for studying
Japanese. We look forward to continuously working with our students and their
families in the coming school year. We wish you all a safe and happy summer holiday!

Tomoko Suzuki, Principal, Steveston Japanese Language School
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Important Dates

Monday, June 14
BERE

Tuesday, June 15
LERERE (BEULAR)
EEREEER

Wednesday, June 16
ERBRKE (BELHR)
Junior Fundamental classes:
Year End Ceremony and Year
End Party (Last class for JF
students)

Thursday, June 17
No classes

Saturday, June 19
THEY T A&KH
Last classes for Senior
Fundamental students

Tuesday, September 7
EEREMEIEEL

Wednesday, September 8
HBR (Ya2z=7, ¥=7)
H #3512 U Hand out
materials for Junior and Senior
Fundamental classes

Thursday, September 9
No classes

Saturday, September 11
Saturday classes start

September. 13, 14, 15,16
HIEHORERR

First classes of each day
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Notices

Registration for new school year

Thank you for those who have done the early registration. If you have not
registered yet, please register by June 12t After that you will be able to
register from August 23 onward. Please register here:

https://sjls.ca/programs/registration-forms/

Office closure in July

We are closing the office in July and will reply to your inquiries from August 1.

Borrowed School Textbooks

If you need to return a textbook, please refer to the email sent from school for
details.
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HEXDE/
Traditional Summer Scenes
in Japan

IOFOEETHATENE L WS
FOERHB. UTDYA KN THAEAD
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Below website shows a variety
of ordinary summer scenes in
Japan!

https://tadaimajp.com/serials/sum
mer

EDEFYEDICDWTDEE
(3EEB) CFETY

Check out this website about
the famous Tanabata Festival in
Sendai!

https://www.gltip.com/en/article/item/11527/




T77YRLAIVTICDWT  (English page 4)
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GREAT CANADIAN

G Ivin Great Canadian Giving Challenge

CHALLENGE

ZD6 AH, AKD online form THfNZINCIEE. BT
1 RIICDE2A RO YULZ2BRBOGRERD £9, FAEHNZ TN IEHERD
BHIMEZ., BBITIEEXREERDET, T sjls.ca/donate NS TEET, i
. BEULKBEVWWLET !
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rnabw %‘beﬂz( Mabel’s Labels Fundraiser on now (ongoing)
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https://mabelslabels.ca/en CA/fundraising/support/ HDSEFEWULET, V> I %
JUvIFBE, FREAEBDNEIT DT, Steveston Japanese Language School
(Richmond) & AL TLZE LN,

Mr. Cooper’s Pies September 13 — October 10

BICIRZ ERICIEUWEBHENAED £912, KICITRIEDRFHE
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RICRETEXT, IFHPORFBICWDOEHEES A Z1—ZHFEDAIE. Mr.
Cooper’s Pies D7 = 7 ~ www.mrcooperspies.com & ZEL f£X W\, JEXDEE
MIFOQRICEFREICE X—ILTHRED ULET,

Damien’s Belgian Waffles November — Early December
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Japanese books at public libraries
There are quite a few Japanese
books at the Steveston Library as
well as at the Vancouver Library
(Main branch ). With your
Richmond Public Library card, you
can borrow books from Vancouver
and other city libraries. Please see
the details at the website below.

https://www.yourlibrary.ca/interlibrary-loans/

202 1 ¥HETAKOREE
2021 Popular kids books in Japan

ICFEEEE

https://www.kinokuniya.co.jp/disp/CKnRank
ingPageClist.jsp?dispNo=107002002001050

AT ERYAIL
https://style.ehonnavi.net/news/2021/04/13 0
07.html




Fundraising Events

Fundraising helps the school continue to provide quality cultural and language
enrichment programming for everyone in the community while keeping tuition fees
affordable. We are happy to let you know of some fundraising events happening
now and in the fall that we hope you can participate in!

crear canaoian @reat Canadian Giving Challenge is here! This June, every S1
g you donate through our online form enters us to win $20,000!
The more you give, the more chances for us to win! Help us by

GiIvin

CHALLENGE

donating today at sjls.ca/donate.

'
m.Cleﬂ,S QObQQ& Mabel’s Labels Fundraiser on now (ongoing)!

We have partnered with Mabel’s Labels for an ongoing fundraising initiative. Our
school will earn 20% of sales if you buy personalized labels for kids, travel, and home
at https://mabelslabels.ca/en CA/fundraising/support/. After you click on the link, it

will ask you to search for a school. Please ensure you type in Steveston Japanese
Language School (Richmond). These are the best labels for school and home so
don’t miss the chance! They are laundry safe, dishwasher safe, and microwave safe.

Mr. Cooper’s Pies September 13 — October 10

We know that the start of a new school year can be hectic!
Save yourself time and enjoy these seriously delicious
homemade English meat pies, made right here in Steveston.
“Convenient, ready-made & unlike anything else in the freezer
aisle. Mr. Cooper’s Meat Pies are fully loaded with the finest
farm fresh, local ingredients that you can be proud to serve to your family!” Check
out their website at www.mrcooperspies.com if you want to start salivating and

planning your fall meals.

Watch your email in September for ordering information.

We can’t thank everyone enough for their support of the school. Many thanks also
to our fundraising partners! Have a great summer holiday!

Damien’s Belgian Waffles November — Early December

Our popular fundraiser will be back in time for you to stock up
on these sweet waffle treats for the winter holidays. Hailing
from Steveston, Damien’s Belgian Waffles makes their waffles
“without eggs and preservatives. They're made with real butter,
honey and a special sugar from Belgium called pearl sugar.” Tip:
Boxes of waffles make great gifts! They also freeze well by just

wrapping the box in a plastic bag.

Ordering information will be sent out in November.
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ZFRAHE /School lunch in Japan
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The article about “School history”
(page 7) introduces Kyuushoku
(lunch program) in Japan.
Kyuushoku is an integral part of
school life for most children in
Japan. Please check out the
website below:

https://savvytokyo.com/japanese-
school
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RiF&> !

6R—IBHDEEICHTLBZ
DANRYKNTDOWT, LUTOH
EDT7 A RTVIEELLE
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Xmas cards from friends around
the world

You will read about this project
on page 7. Below is the group’s
Facebook page (in Japanese).

https://ja-
jp.facebook.com/XmasCardsFromFriend

sAroundTheWorld/
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60t anniversary special newsletters

We hope you have enjoyed these special newsletters throughout the school year, written to honour the 60-
year history of the Steveston Japanese Language School. We wished to share with you our school’s rich
history, contributions, and connections to our community groups.

Delivering the school history, in fact, was more challenging than expected. There were no computer and
digital devices until more recent decades, so storage of materials and documents was likely limited. Having
experienced this, the school has appreciated the importance of properly storing records such as photos,
important names and dates, events, and special occasions (e.g. our first online classes ever!). When the
school will celebrate its 100" anniversary, our current weekday and weekend students will be in their 40’s-
50’s! Some students might be involved in the school as a staff member or parent, and be making plans for
the 100" anniversary. We hope that these newsletters will be a good source for the record collection at that
time.

Although there will be no more “school history” articles, we plan to continue issuing our newsletters in the
coming school year. We believe that another important role of the newsletter is to connect the school with
each family, especially when we are not able to meet and chat with each other in person.

Thank you for reading our articles, and we will see you in September!
Communications Committee
2020-2021 ZOOM CLASSES! Thank you everyone!

EER 7 4 Futsu-ka Grade 7 AT 5 XL ARV 1 Adult Level 1 Class

Thank you, lida sensei! Photo submitted by Melody Tsang

ADULT cLass Lvi.]
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60 years of Steveston Japanese Language School

Episode 5: Connection with Japan

Since its inception in 1960, The Steveston Japanese Language School has been performing
a mission to promote the Japanese language and culture in the community. At the same
time, the school has been keeping its connection with Japan in several ways.

The most prominent event is the Education Trip to Japan in 1989. From July 4 to July 13,
eleven students and two teachers travelled to Urawa City (presently Saitama City), Saitama
Prefecture. In Urawa, students visited an elementary school and a junior high school, and
interacted with local students. One of the highlights was enjoying kyuushoku (school
provided lunch). Takeo Yokoyama, former president of the Steveston Japanese Language
School Society, described that “Our students found this experience very interesting because
the Japanese students served the food on the plates and then cleared the tables after lunch
was finished” (Yokoyama, p.58), a practice that is not commonly seen at schools here.

In December 2015, the school participated in the project called “Xmas cards from friends
around the world”. This project was first started by a university professor in Japan to
support the children who experienced the fearful Great East Japan Earthquake in 2011.
Since 2015 (except 2020 due to the COVID crisis), our students have made Christmas cards
and sent them to the children affected by the disasters. By sending joyful messages, the
school hopes to cheer up the children who have experienced tremendous hardship from

i Christmas cards to be sent
the disaster. to the children affected by

. . . . . the disasters in 2011
In more recent years, the school has been actively working with the City of Richmond’s

annual Sakura Festival. The festival, launched in the spring of 2017 by the city, takes place
at Garry Point Park where 255 Akebono cherry trees are planted. In fact, the first 15
Akebono trees were planted by BC’'s Wakayama Kenjin Kai society. Wakayama is a sister
city of Richmond and known as the region from where many Steveston Japanese families
immigrated from in the late 1800’s-early 1900’s. The festival follows Japan’s deep-rooted
custom of hanami (cherry blossom viewing), and introduces the beauty of Sakura flowers,
a special symbol in Japan. At the festival, the school offers kimono dressing which attracts
many people every year. Participants are dressed by skilled volunteers in beautiful
kimonos, and take photos wearing their kimonos in the scenic surroundings. The school’s
kimono dressing is provided by donation, and participants willingly contribute for the
happy memories. The school also offers a craft booth where children try origami, kite- Kimono dressing offered by
making, and other crafts. our volunteers at Sakura

Festival
Over the past sixty years, the school has responded and adapted to the ever-changing

needs of families both in the local community and across the ocean. The mission of the
school is to

e Promote through educational and event programming the understanding of the
Japanese language and culture to all Canadians

e Actively uphold the history of the Steveston Japanese community

e Actively participate in community events and organizations

With this mission always in mind, the school looks forward to enriching the lives of

Canadian and Japanese families for the next 60 years. Cultural event by our staff at

Sakura Festival
Reference: Yokoyama, T (2011). The Education Trip to Japan. Sea Breeze 2, 58.



