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In January 2021, we held a Zoom New Year’s Party. The teachers brainstormed all
possible ways to impart the Japanese traditions of this significant time of year on to
the students despite the current challenges. We also wanted to have students from
different classes interact with one another. With the cooperation from the parents,
our first Zoom New Year’s Party ran successfully. For our next event, we are planning
to hold an online recitation contest in March, sponsored by The Japan Foundation. In
this contest, participants will recite an assigned text or read a short story aloud. The
idea of this contest was proposed by a board member, and prizes, including special
prizes, will be awarded to the participants. Since the outbreak of COVID 19, we have
been adopting many processes for the first time in our 60-year history. This is a very
challenging task for us. The question we often asked ourselves was, “Without
interacting in-class with each other, can we really offer Japanese education to our
students?” We have been up against this wall ever since the restrictions were put in
place. Facing this situation, the teachers and board members have cooperatively come
up with new ideas, listened to the students and parents’ voices, and received support
from the community. Thanks to everyone’s support, we have been able to take one
progressive step forward each day. | strongly believe that the long-standing and proud
history of the Steveston Japanese Language School has provided the strength for

everyone in the school community to work together to overcome the challenges of the j/

past year.

Tomoko Suzuki, Principal, Steveston Japanese Language School

4111 Moncton Street,
Richmond, BC, V7E 3A8

Email: ngakko@telus.net

Website: sjls.ca
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Important Dates

Monday, Mar. 15 ~
Saturday, March 27
Spring Break, No classes

Saturday, Apr. 3 &
Monday, Apr. 5
Easter weekend, No classes

Tuesday, Apr. 6,
Wednesday, Apr. 7 &
Thursday, Apr. 8

No classes for schedule
adjustment & teacher’s
workshop
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Fundraising News

Thank you to Miho and Phillipe Leroux, owners of Damien’s Belgian Waffles (and
Steveston Japanese Language School family) for their December fundraiser! We raised
$504! Thank you to everyone in our school community who purchased waffles. We're
sure you all enjoyed their deliciousness!

We must also thank the families and individuals who have donated directly to the
school. The school has received over $2100 in donations so far this school year. The
support of our community is truly amazing and heartwarming! Your donations will
help us cover the unexpected costs brought on by the COVID-19 pandemic and sustain
our quality programming.

If you would like to support the school with a financial donation, you may do so using
our online donation form at sjls.ca/donate. The school is a registered charity, and you
will receive an income tax receipt for your donation.
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Update on In-Class Learning

We are currently working on a COVID-19 Safety Plan in the event we are in a position
to return to some in-class learning in September. Because the COVID situation is very
fluid, we anticipate that any in-person class offerings won’t be finalized until
sometime in August. We appreciate your patience as we work on ensuring the safety
of our students, staff and school community.
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Early Registration for the new
school year

Early Registration for the 2021-
2022 school year will begin in
May. More details will be sent
to you soon.
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Recitation Contest

We will be holding our first Online Recitation Contest in March. All students except the
adult class students will be encouraged to participate in the contest, as prizes will be
awarded to all participants! Details of the contest will be emailed shortly to all school
parents.

To realize the contest, we applied for a grant offered by The Japan Foundation, a non-
profit Japanese organization that promotes cross-cultural activities. We are happy to
announce that our application was approved!

Our online classes have been going well, however, with the restrictions in place, we have
not been able to hold the interactive and engaging cultural activities as we had prior to
the pandemic, such as calligraphy, celebrations of traditional Japanese festivals, and
performance presentations. To stimulate our students in the current learning
environment, and to encourage them to push themselves further, we are very pleased to
provide a different learning opportunity from their regular classes by holding this
recitation contest.

Participation in the contest is optional, and we understand that some students might be
reluctant to participate. If your child is not willing to participate, we ask you encourage
your child! We deeply believe that, through their participation, your child will gain more
confidence in their Japanese and be more motivated to study Japanese in future. Thank
you in advance for supporting your child in this event.
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FDITEE / Spring festivals

Many festivals are held in Spring
in Japan. Below are a couple of
the festivals:

MGEDIEDLT
Hina-Festival (Girls’ Day)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oF
Ooxyw2uFc

KPDIFERD D) T

Plum Blossoms Festival in Mito

https://www.tourism-

alljapanandtokyo.org/festival-en/f-08-
03?lang=en
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The Japanese Canadian Redress
Agreement

In the school’s history section, you
will see the issue of the
compensation granted by the
Canadian government to the
Japanese Canadians (see page 5).

If you would like to learn more
about the history of these Japanese
Canadians, please read the websites
below.

National Association of Japanese
Canadians (H#3E/English):
http://najc.ca/japanese-canadian-history/

Library and Archives Canada (English):
https://www.bac-
lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/immigration/history-
ethnic-cultural/Pages/Japanese-redress-
campaign.aspx
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60 years of Steveston Japanese Language School

Episode 3 - New Building and School’s Expansion

In September of 1960, The Steveston Japanese Language School officially opened at the Steveston
Community Centre. The school was fortunate to use a few rooms in the community centre free of charge.
For special events such as school plays, the community centre let the school use their large gym with a
stage or the multipurpose room. Mrs. Michiko Yokoyama, the school principal from 1981 until 1990,
describes that “We are very thankful to the community centre office staff who have been understanding
and cooperative with us...” (Sea Breeze, 1985). One inconvenience was that the office equipment, such as
the telephone and photocopier, was not available for the school. The school’s photocopier was placed at
the house of Ms. Miyo Saito (principal, 1990-2004), and the teachers had to go to her house to use the
photocopier.

In 1988, federal compensation set out in the Japanese Canadian Redress Agreement! provided the
impetus to construct the Steveston Japanese Canadian Cultural Centre. With funds from the $500,000
Redress grant, $259,333 from a BC provincial grant, and contributions from the City of Richmond and
community fundraising efforts, the building opened in September 1992. The facility was intended to
maintain the culture and history of the Japanese Canadian community in Steveston, with language being
a core cultural attribute, and so the school moved into the new cultural centre. Teachers were very happy
about this new home; a much larger space was available for classes, a teachers’ office was created, and
there was additional storage space to keep materials and documents. A phone and a photocopier for the
school were also equipped in the office. During the summer of 1992, the teachers and board members
moved many boxes of books, school supplies, bookshelves, etc., from their houses into the new building,
and prepared for the 1992 school year. The moving was a lot of work, but everyone was excited about
having the students in their new home.

Around 1990, the school was offering two streams of classes, one for Japanese speaking children and one
for non-Japanese speaking children, and, with a much larger space, the school gradually offered new
classes. One year prior to this move, in 1991, the school opened a class for high school students who did
not speak Japanese at home. Japanese was a popular subject in high school, and to meet the demand Setsubun Festival February,
from the community, the school started a class on Saturdays and welcomed many high school students. 1993

In present day, the school now offers five levels of classes to high school students on Saturdays within the

Senior Fundamental stream.

In 1995, the school also started a preschool class. Some teachers at that time were experienced preschool
teachers in Japan, and the school wanted to use their skills to promote Japanese language and culture
among younger children. The teachers created fun classes using a piano keyboard for music and dancing.
The classes were conducted in Japanese, even for non-Japanese speaking children, and the students
quickly picked up many Japanese expressions and words. It has always been, and continues to be, the
school’s hope that many children in our community will grow up with fun memories from our school, and
their experience at the school will be positive factors for their bright future.

Some parents of the non-Japanese speaking children expressed their wish to learn Japanese, and the
school met their request. An adult course was added in 2004, and the school welcomed adult learners.
Currently, four levels of classes are offered, and adults with various backgrounds are learning Japanese.

The Steveston Japanese Language School has always been fortunate to have the strong support of its
students, parents, residents in the community, and the City of Richmond. We are proud to deliver
programs promoting Japanese language and culture from our home within the Steveston Japanese
Canadian Cultural Centre .

S

Sports Day, June, 1999

1. On September 22, 1988 the Redress Agreement was signed by Art Miki, President of the National Association of
Japanese Canadians and Prime Minister Brian Mulroney. The Prime Minister acknowledged the injustices suffered
by Japanese Canadians. He characterized the treatment of Japanese Canadians as morally and legally unjustified,
and called upon Canadians as a nation to face up to the historical facts of the incarceration, property seizure, and
disenfranchisement, and pledged that such injustices would never again be countenanced or repeated in Canada.
(House of Commons, Debates, September 1988, page 19499), “National Association of Japanese Canadians”
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