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Message from the Principal ®ELDH—F

Our 2020 school year started with online classes, and | hope that you/your child are
more comfortable with this learning style by now. We have noticed some positive
outcomes of the online classes; attendance rate is high, and students are more prepared
for their classes. Some students say that online classes are easier to concentrate. On the
other hand, some students feel sad that they cannot directly meet their teacher and
classmates. We will continue the online classes in January due to the increase of COVID
cases. We understand that young students cannot focus in front of the screen for a long
time. There are still many challenges when providing online classes, however, we are
working very hard with new methods to create fun classes for our students. Should you
have any concerns or comments, please do not hesitate to contact your class teacher or
myself at ngakko@telus.net.

Last year, our New Year’s party for weekday classes was cancelled due to the heavy
snow, and we were all disappointed. New Year’s party in 2021 will be held online for the
first time. Let’s have fun at the party!

Tomoko Suzuki, Principal, Steveston Japanese Language School
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Important Dates

Dec.14-19
Last classes for this year.

Monday, Jan. 4
ZERGEH 2 = X FEiE

Tuesday, Jan. 5

ZER. EED5 I FEL
Tuesday adult classes
begin.

Wednesday, Jan. 6
Homework pick-up for
Junior Fundamental

and Senior Fundamental
students. No classes this day.

Thursday, Jan. 7
No classes this day for Junior
Fundamental students.

Thursday adult classes
begin.

Saturday, Jan. 9
Senior Fundamental classes
begin.

Tuesday, Jan. 12
BERLHIER/N—T 17—

Wednesday, Jan. 13
New Year’s Party for all Junior
Fundamental students.

Thursday, Jan. 14
No classes this day for Junior
Fundamental students.




Fundraising News : Challenges during the pandemicin 2020

Thank you to the families who participated in our recent Waffle Fundraiser with

Damien’s Belgian Waffles! This has been a year of multiple challenges for everyone

and every organization; the school is no different and has also been financially
impacted by the pandemic. Decreased enrolment combined with additional

expenses such as Zoom licenses, online registration form subscriptions, and credit

card processing fees are contributing to a projected net loss for this school year.

The school remains financially strong, but we need your help to ensure that we can

continue to provide quality classes from preschool to adult as we pivot and adapt
to the new methods and protocols of online and eventual in-class learning.
The school has a longstanding history in our community, and we wish to see it

flourish well into the future. If you would like to support the school with a financial

gift, you may do so using our new online donation form at sjls.ca/donate. The

Steveston Japanese Language School is a registered charity, and you will receive an

income tax receipt for your donation. We are grateful for the support of all our

families and students who are learning Japanese language and culture with us this

year. Thank you for supporting the Steveston Japanese Language School!
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L We wish you all a safe
and joyful holiday, and a

M Happy New Year!

" See you in January!
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Homework/Handout
Pick-Up Day!

Please remember to pick up
your new homework and
handouts for your 2021
classes. Check page 1 for
your pick-up day (except
Adult classes). More details
will be sent by your teacher.
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In Appreciation of Miyo Saito

We cannot write about the school's 60-year history without writing about Miyo
Saito. Saito Sensei has been involved with the Steveston Japanese Language School
for many years, beginning in 1984 as one of only three teachers at the time. From
September 1990 to June 2004, she guided the school as its principal. During her
principal days, at many bazaars, she would wake up in the wee hours of the
morning to make over 200 manju to sell and help with anything else that needed to
be done. When the school required her services again, she joined the school as
Head Teacher in 2012. After completing her role as our Head Teacher in 2014, she
volunteered her time as a director on our board. The school benefited from her
time on the board until she retired at this year's Annual General Meeting in
October.

The members of the Board of Directors are extremely grateful for her presence and
guiding hand during her years of involvement with the school. Saito Sensei played a
major role at many school events such as the bazaars, the annual New Year's Party,
Salmon Festival activities, and the Steveston Japanese Canadian Cultural Centre's
25th anniversary celebration hosted by our school, to name a few! Saito Sensei
never hesitated to devote many hours to ensure that events ran smoothly and that
the Board and teachers worked together in harmony. She continues to be involved
with the school by sitting on our Communications Committee, which produces
these newsletters. We cannot thank her enough for sharing her wealth of
knowledge and experience with us all and enriching the lives of every family and
individual involved with the Steveston Japanese Language School.
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Japan’s Osechi-ryori

Osechi-ryori are special side
dishes eaten on the first
three days of the new

year. (from "BAX{tEZE
ETRNT DR, )

Check this video by Niikkei -

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=K8gqovh1ICA
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60 years of Steveston Japanese Language School

Episode2 - School Bazaar (1961 — 2003)

In September of 1960, the Steveston Japanese Language School officially opened at
the Steveston Community Centre. It was agreed that the school would be open to the
students of any cultural background in exchange for rent-free space. For this reason,
tuition was kept to one dollar a month for 16 years until 1976. Although this was great
for students and their parents, the school had no tuition income to cover the salary
for the teachers and other operational expenses. It was necessary for the school to
find another source of revenue, and consequently, the school bazaar was held to
provide needed income for the school’s operating budget. The bazaar was the only
income source for the school, and teachers, students and their parents and
community volunteers worked together for its success.

In February 1961, the first school bazaar was held at the Steveston Community
Centre. The bazaar took over the whole community centre; in the gym downstairs, a
variety show featured singers, dancers, and musicians. The banquet room upstairs
was used for the sale of sushi, udon, manju, and other Japanese foods. Many foods
were made by teacher/parent volunteers who spent a few days preparing in advance.
Very few Japanese restaurants and shops existed back then, and so the Japanese
foods sold at the bazaar were highly appreciated by the local people. The bazaar was
also a valuable opportunity for non-Japanese residents to experience the culture of
Japan. In the script prepared for the School Play in 1994, Grade 7 & 8 students
described that “The bazaar, held at the end of February every year, was a popular
event for the people of Richmond.” Some volunteers who helped the bazaar for many
years nostalgically recall their memories as follows:

“(Through participation,) | learned the toughness of the Steveston Nikkei. ... | was
very happy to see the graduates of the school and their parents. | also appreciated
that many people in the community helped us.” (former participant)

“My best memory is making manju. The female group of the Buddhist Temple kindly
showed us how to make manju, and | made manju for the first time. It was my
surprise and joy to be able to make the same quality manju as the ones sold at a
shop. Manju making is a pleasant memory and delicious ‘harvest’ of the bazaar.”
(Sonoko Harada, former teacher)

The school bazaar was a popular annual event in Richmond, earning as much as
$15,000 - $20,000 yearly from sales and donations from corporations and Nikkei
groups. However, as the school grew larger and the demographics of attending
families became more diverse, volunteer availability decreased. Consequently, holding
the bazaar became challenging, and the last bazaar was held in March 2003. For many
in Steveston, the bazaar will always be cherished as a special memory and an homage
to the volunteers who contributed to the success of the school and its involvement in
the community.

References:
The Steveston Japanese Language School website

“Sea Breeze”. “Sea Breeze 2“. The school’s memorial books
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Bazaar Volunteers
February 2001

Chorus group
February 1991

Food sales
March 2003
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