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“Year 2020 celebrates our 60" anniversary. For the past 60 years, we have been Remembrance Day
%in’rroducing Japanese culture and history not only to our students but also to
%The community. On this memorable year, however, we are not able to offer in- Tuesday, Nov.10
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“class instruction due to COVID 19. Having faced this crisis, our teachers and
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“board members determined that the opportunities for the students to study
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~Japanese should continue, and decided to offer our first on-line classes. We teachers’ workshops
%ore still unsure about the future during this pandemic period, which is why we
“are connecting with students on-line to ensure that we move forward. We will
“take this unexpected crisis as a great opportunity for our school to provide
“new possibilities of teaching and leaming into the future.
“Tomoko Suzuki, Principal, Steveston Japanese Language School
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The Steveston Japanese Language School Society is holding its Annual €4
General Meeting (AGM) on Monday October 26, 2020 at 7:00 pm. Each & 2 UL W\ Zoom 7 Z XIcL T
family and adult student has a membership in the school and canvote ~ %L &5 |
af the AGM. Your vote is important because it ensures board members =~

meet their responsibilities and the school is run properly. £
The agenda of this year's AGM includes: €4
“% Request from school
e President’s report % 53
e Treasurer's financial report /< To run smooth Zoom classes, ¢
e Election of the 2020-2021 Board of Directors - please always be reminded of
~ “the following:
This year the AGM will be held online via Zoom. You should have €4

received your official notice of the AGM in your email. As a member of gg 8" Be on time

the Society, you are invited and encouraged to attend this important £
. . . . « + Have textbook ready
meeting. However, if you are unable to attend this meeting, please ««

complete the proxy that will accompany the notice and email it back =~ | No food/drink in class

to the school. g

«« + Notification of absence
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DEBEDS : ) LA b e+ Microphone/video quality
school! €<

« ~Let’s have fun classes

e

« «together!
I (&<e
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60t Anniversary Special Newsletters

On the anniversary year of 2020, the school has not been able to offer in-
class instructions due to COVID 19. Earlier this year, we had some fun plans
to celebrate this year, but all events had to be cancelled.

Instead of holding events, we would like to celebrate this year in a different
way; we will issue our special newsletters to deliver the 60 year school
history. We hope that parents and students will learn about the history and
also better understand our contributions to the community as well as our
role in the community.

Episodel : Opening of Steveston Japanese Language School

In the early 1900's, many Nikkei (Japanese Canadians immigrated from
Japan) were living in Steveston. Most of them were working in the fishing
industry, and the Japanese language education for their children was
being offered at the Japanese Hospital and the Japanese Christian
Church. The first Japanese school was built in 1909 on the east side of

No.1 Road, north of Chatham Street by the Japanese Fishermen's
Benevolent Society. The school opened on February 18, 1911 with Shintaro
Takashima as the principal.

The school was closed during WWII, when the maijority of Nikkei were
forced to move to the internment camps in BC's interior while others were
sent to prisoner-of-war camps, industrial project sites or fo sugar beet farms
across the country.

After the war, many Nikkei returned to Steveston, and the Kahan-Gakuen
(Richmond Japanese Language School) was started in 1949 at the old
Steveston Buddhist Temple. Despite being uprooted and experiencing
hardship and anti-Asian sentiment during the war, the returning Japanese
demonstrated community-minded resilience by re-engaging with the locall
community. They raised funds to help build the Steveston Community
Centre, which opened in 1957. In September of 1960, the Steveston
Japanese Language School officially opened at the Community Centre.
The school accepted students from any cultural background, which was
very unique in those days. In 1971, the first graduation ceremony for the
students who had completed their 12 year Japanese education was held.
In June 1975, the school and the Richmond Japanese Language School
merged. In November 1975, the school was granted the status as a non-
profit society to become the Steveston Japanese Language School
Society as we know it today.

References:

The Steveston Japanese Language School website
“Seda Breeze”, Sea Breeze 2, The school's memorial books
“60th Anniversary at Steveston Japanese Language School”, Vancouver Shinpo,
September 24, 2020, written by Miyo Saito, former principal and board director
JCCA Bulletin Feb.1996
http://www.discovernikkei.org/en/journal/2018/1/19/steveston-community/
https://www.greenwoodnikkei.ca/page 10.html
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The first principal at old
Steveston Japanese School,
Mr. Shintaro Takashima and his
wife Hana, and their passports
(1911)

Photo donated by

Mr. Nobukazu Takashima

All the students at Lord Byng
Elementary School (located in
Steveston) in 1922. Children
from Nikkei families attended
Japanese School after their day
at public school was over.
Photo donated by

Ms. Kazue Oe
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